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MOTHERS UNION 

 
Tuesday 31st May saw a number of members from 

St Johns & All Saints take a mini bus ride to 

Durham Cathedral to attend a service celebrating 

140 years of the Founding of Mothers Union 

around the world. Earlier in the year each branch 

in the Deanery was given the same size and shaped piece of a 

special material to make a banner. 

 

We were asked to depict in our own particular way the topic of ‘Faith 

in Action’. We decided to show the Good and Bad times in Seaham 

showing how Deep Faith guided us through. 

 

On our banner we have material emblems of turbulent times that had 

a deeply distressing time for our town. There is a Pit Wheel for the 

closure of the mines, a lighthouse for the decline of the Dock 

Company, life boat as a reminder of the terrible loss of the men who 

bravely gave their lives in going out in tempestuous seas to attempt 

to rescue a fishing coble and crew, and also a replica of ‘Tommy’ our 

recent metal sculpture on the Terrace Green in memory of all the 

men and women who were involved in both wars and those who 

never came home. On the reverse side we have pictures of our two 

church banners, it’s quite beautiful and a joy to see it paraded down 

the aisle in the cathedral along with 60 others. 

 

 It was a moving service and crammed with both young and old – we 

were so glad we were there to witness it all. Then it was back on the 

bus homeward bound. 

 

Cherrio from a proud member, and God Bless 

Sincerely 

Bertha Wright 
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Above: Queen Elizabeth 11 on her way to the 

 Trooping of the Colour to celebrate her 90th birthday. 



MOTHERS UNION 

Sunday June 5th  

The combined service of both our churches 

was held in All Saints where one of our ladies 

was given a lovely surprise – Mrs Peggy Temple – she 

was escorted down the aisle by our branch leader, Alma 

and  Margaret Hay to Father Chris Collins where he 

congratulated her and presented her with a framed 

certificate of her admission to ‘The Mothers Union’ 60 

years ago, quite a wonderful record, there were 

photographs and she also received a lovely bouquet – well 

done Peggy, carry on the good work, best wishes for your 

good health and happiness from all the members on this 

wonderful achievement. 

Take care and 

God bless from St 

John’s and All 

Saints. 

As always, very 

sincerely 

Bertha Wright.

RED WHITE & BLUE 

STRAWBERRY TEA 

JUNE 16TH 

Many thanks to all who attended and helped in any 

way to make this a lovely afternoon. 

A total of £250 was made for church funds. 
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Father Collins writes 

Flags – and flagging 

 

You, dear reader, have a distinct advantage over me this 

month, for as you read these words you know two things 

that I, as I write them, do not. First, you will know just how 

far England got in the European Cup competition. Indeed, 

you will know whether or not they survived the threat of 

being expelled for the bad behaviour of some of their 

supporters. Secondly, you will know if Britain is still in the 

European Community, or if, having voted to leave, there is 

any real prospect of a continuing United Kingdom at all. 

Will England now have to go it all alone, without Scotland 

and Northern Ireland, and possibly Wales? If so, what is 

England and who are the English? 

 

Whilst I enjoy watching football, I find following and 

supporting England to be less than easy. It has nothing to 

do with the more often than not poor performances of 

these highly paid, and overly praised, footballers whose 

self-importance beats even that of many a politician! It is 

that I have a difficulty knowing what England really is. In 

many ways, our country is what is left over when you take 

away from mainland Britain the very self-assured nations 

of Scotland and Wales. Is England, I ask myself, best 

typified by the rolling green countryside of Sussex, or the 

majestic beauty of the Lake District, or the flat, low lying 

lands of East Anglia, or the rugged loneliness of the 

Yorkshire moors? 

 

Equally, is England best seen in the people of the East 

End of London, or the heavy industries of the Midlands or 

the scattered communities of Exmoor? Even our accents 

vary so widely across the land that there seems little to 

unite us, as opposed to the very Welsh accent of the 

Welsh and the Scottish accent of the Scot. To me it is little 

wonder that a previous government a few years ago could 

not get us to agree to a northern assembly, let alone and 

English parliament, for we do not have the cohesiveness 

that those two Celtic nations seem to possess. 

 

It is also quite impossible to define who is indigenous to 

our land, for traditionally over the centuries we have 

enjoyed the arrival of immigrants for all over the world – 

first from Europe with Roman, Saxon and Norman invaders 

through to more benign settlers from all parts of the British 

Empire. Even our Patron Saint, George, is less easy to tie 

down than is David or Andrew, and as for our flag – well it 

seems that even the red cross on a white background 

needs some explanation, for most of the football 

supporters have had to purchase flags with the word 

‘England’ written on, presumably to remind them what 

these flags represent! 

 

My problem in supporting any English team is actually 

rather deeper than just not really knowing who are the 

English, and what is the country we live in. I do wonder if 

we can even claim to have a loyalty to such a loose a 

concept as England seems to present. For many, I fear, 



being a supporter is little more than an excuse to hate the 

foreigner, and that must be resisted. What is of some 

interest here is the way that many other countries, 

especially in post Cold War Europe actually have the same 

problem. In recent years, following their General Election, 

we have seen moves towards the break-up of the Belgian 

kingdom into its two linguistic groups, Flemish and 

Walloon. It is not so long ago that Czechoslovakia lost its 

identity as a unified country and broke – amicably, 

thankfully – into its two parts, Czech land and Slovakia. 

Spain continues to contain within its borders national 

identities that seek to destroy the unity of the whole. 

 

History tells us that many of the modern states – Italy and 

Spain in particular – are more or less inventions of the 18th 

and 19th centuries, united even before a common language 

developed across their respective territories. In the 20th 

century, the Soviet Union is a prime example of forced 

unity across many diverse nations. It would seem that the 

artificiality of these unions is coming apart and smaller, 

more local nations are emerging. 

 

There is no better example of the amalgamating process 

than in our own national flag – the Union Jack. For there 

are displayed the ‘national’ emblems of England, Scotland 

and Ireland, skilfully and memorably woven together to 

give us the flag which the whole world recognises as 

British. 

 

But there’s a clue in our flag which might help us find the 

direction to where all this talk of nationalism should 

properly proceed. For each of the constituent countries of 

our islands, it is the cross which is the emblem’s defining 

shape. The red cross of England, with the red X-shaped 

cross of Ireland, and the white on blue X-shaped cross of 

Scotland. All three are forms of the Christian symbol so 

central to our faith. It is surely in our Christian heritage that 

we find the true fellowship which transcends our earthly 

nationalities. Moe important than any fidelity to an arbitrary 

patch of land on the earth’s surface should be our loyal 

service of the heavenly country to which we are, God 

willing, bound. 

 

Medieval Europe, despite its many fragmented princedoms 

and dukedoms found its unity in the faith of Christ. Indeed, 

I believe a strong argument could be made for saying that 

but for the unifying effect of the Church, Europe would not 

have become the home of modern ideas and skills. The 

Church in its liturgy and in its architecture spoke a common 

language of the presence of God and man’s obligation to 

worship. It told in universally comprehensive ways through 

music and art, the truths of our ultimate citizenship of 

heaven. 

 

Of course, in our multicultural country there are many who 

owe their allegiance to other faiths – and none – but who 

can rightly be counted as loyal citizens of Britain, but even 

they have to acknowledge the historical fact that our 

culture and national character have been formed by and 



founded on Christian values and beliefs. So come what 

may as a result of the European Cup and the European 

Referendum, let we Christians find our full and most 

satisfying loyalty to Christ and his Church, and so also find 

a unity which transcends nation, colour and even history. 

And that is worth flying any number of flags for, and reason 

why we should never flag in our enthusiasm for gaining our 

full membership of the kingdom of God 

 

Father Chris 

 

 

 

 

ON THE COVER THIS MONTH 

The Apostle James by Rembrandt 1661 

The Apostle James was honoured with a favoured position 

by Jesus Christ, as one of three men in his inner circle. 

The others were James’ brother John & Simon Peter. 

When Jesus called the brothers, James & John were 

fishermen with their father Zebedee on the Sea of Galilee. 

They immediately left their father and their business to 

follow the young rabbi. James was probably the older of 

the two brothers because he is always mentioned first. 

James’ zeal for Jesus resulted in his being the first of the 

12 apostles to be martyred. He was killed with the sword 

on order of King Herod Agrippa 1 of Judea, about 44AD, in 

a general persecution of the early church. 

His festival is celebrated on July 25th 

 

DIARY – JULY 2016 
SATURDAY 2ND JULY  9.30am  ST. JOHNS EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 3RD JULY   14TH SUNDAY IN YEAR 

COMBINED PARISH EUCHARIST   10.30 ST. JOHNS 

Churches together- Songs of Praise- Terrace Green 2pm 

 

WEDNESDAY 6TH JULY  9.30am ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY   7TH JULY  9.30am  ALL SAINTS EUCHARIST 

SATURDAY    9TH JULY  9.30am  ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 10TH JULY    15TH SUNDAY IN YEAR 

  ALL SAINTS 9.30 am SUNG EUCHARIST 

  ST JOHNS    11.00am  PARISH EUCHARIST 

 

WEDNESDAY 13TH JULY  9.30am  ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY   14TH JULY  9.30am  ALL SAINTS EUCHARIST 

SATURDAY    16TH JULY  9.30am  ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 17TH JULY   16TH SUNDAY IN YEAR 

ALL SAINTS 9.30 am SUNG EUCHARIST 

  ST JOHNS    11.00am  PARISH EUCHARIST 

 

WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY  9.30am  ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY   21st JULY  9.30am  ALL SAINTS EUCHARIST 

SATURDAY    23rd  JULY  9.30am  ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 24TH JULY  17TH SUNDAY IN YEAR 

ALL SAINTS 9.30 am SUNG EUCHARIST 

  ST JOHNS    11.00am  PARISH EUCHARIST 

 

WEDNESDAY 27TH JULY  9.30am  ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY   28TH JULY  9.30am  ALL SAINTS EUCHARIST 

SATURDAY    30TH JULY  9.30am  ST JOHNS EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 31ST JULY  18TH SUNDAY IN YEAR 

ALL SAINTS 9.30 am SUNG EUCHARIST 

  ST JOHNS    11.00am  PARISH EUCHARIST 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General knowledge quiz 

1. What was the name of the character played by 

Harrison Ford in Star Wars? 

2. What nationality was Mozart? 

3. The coccyx is commonly known by what other name? 

4. What is the capital of Argentina? 

5. What is Madonna’s surname? 

6. Acacia, Manuka & Orange Blossom are all types of 

what food? 

7. Farfalle pasta is said to resemble which male clothing 

accessory? 

8. In the musical Annie, what is the name of the woman 

who manages the orphanage? 

9. Who wrote the Inspector Morse series? 

10. To which bird family does the Jay belong? 

 

SUNDAY  3RD JULY 

CHURCHES TOGETHER – SONGS OF PRAISE 

TERRACE GREEN   2pm 

 

SATURDAY 16TH JULY 

ST JOHNS GRAND DRAW 

WITH STALLS, TEA & COFFEE 

 

SEAHAM CARNIVAL 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY 

15TH – 17TH JULY 

 

 

THURSDAY 21ST JULY 

ALL SAINTS 

STRAWBERRY TEA & BINGO 

3pm 

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW £4 

MOTHERS UNION 

4TH JULY – DELICIOUS CUP CAKES 

18TH JULY- MENCAP-SALAD LUNCH 

FRIENDS 

JULY 27TH 

AFTERNOON TEA 

BLACK TRUFFLE 3.30pm 

 

MONTHLY CAKE STALL 

Donations of cakes for the 

stall are always greatly 

appreciated. The next cake 

stall will be at the Combined 

Service at St John’s on July 

3rd. See Norma Reay for 

further details. 

WE HAVE A WINNER 

There were 1159 sweets in 

the jar. 

The winning guess was 

1127. 

Thanks to all who 

participated. The amount 

raised will be available for 

next month’s magazine. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Becky Robson, 

Bill Baker 

Margaret Young 
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FRIENDS 

Wednesday 29th May 

We held our monthly meeting in St Johns Parish Room to 

be, as always, greeted by our ‘friendly hosts’ Linda & Bill 

Friends, that’s one thing for certain, it its cold and 

miserable outside its sure to be happy inside. 

We started off with our usual banter then Linda giving out 

details of any correspondence etc.  

She introduced us to our speaker for the evening – Mrs 

Carol Hindmarch – the subject was her visit to the Holy 

Land in 2015. This was a very enlightening talk especially 

as she had pictures she had taken of the actual places 

visited, and as they were on screen you were able to view 

scenes in detail and clearly. 

We have no doubt read our well known places in the Bible 

and religious books, but whilst she spoke in great detail 

you yourself felt as if you had been there. The worn and 

dusty pathways, both old and new Jerusalem, the temples 

where Jesus over-turned the money tables, and then the 

story of his unfair trial and his agonising walk carrying the 

heavy rough wooden cross to his final death, we were 

shown the tomb and Garden of Gethsemane, when her 

talk was over you felt lost in awe and wonder.  

She was warmly thanked by us all. We ended with our 

usual hot drinks looking forward to our next meeting in 

June. 

Safe journey home, good night and God bless as always 

Sincerely, Bertha Wright. 

 

 

 

  

Friday July 1st 

100th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme will be 

commemorated on Terrace Green ,at 11am,  when the 62 

Seaham men who fell on that day will be commemorated. 



Answers to quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While every effort is made to keep the magazine up to date with 

current events, occasionally there are events which are too late for 

printing. Please watch the church notice board and weekly bulletin 

for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit items of interest for the Parish Magazine 

by no later than 12th of the month. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE 

WHO ARE SICK AND IN SPECIAL NEED IN OUR 

PARISH 

Margaret Dobson, Leigh McArdle, Laura Rafter, 

Joan Trotter, Lilian Hood, Audrey Loughlin, 

Ella Shepherd, Doris Ferguson, 

Beatrice Parkinson, Robert Jeffrey, Sue Lloyd, 

Alan Shaw, Judith Holland, Louise Miller. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

FUNERALS 

GLADYS LANE 

DAVID WHITELOCK 

VERA DOUGHERTY 

MAY SNOWBALL 

 

ST JOHNS BUILDING FUND 

DONATIONS 

NO INFO AVAILABLE 

 

(GET WELL SOON JOAN) 

1. Han Solo 

2. Austrian 

3. The tailbone 

4. Buenos Aires 

5. Ciccone 

6. Honey 

7. Bow Tie 

8. Miss Hannigan 

9. Colin Dexter 

10. Crow 

PRAYER FOR JULY 

Gracious Father, may I not feel that it is necessary to 

wait for certain days and ceremonies to prepare to 

worship thee, while at every moment thy love is 

pleading for me. May I through the busiest hours and 

the most perplexing moments serve thee in reverence 

and obedience, and ever give praise to thy holy name. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


